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Curriculum Meeting 

October 24, 2018 

In attendance:  E. Margolin, H. McMahon, F. Tenenbaum, S. Chinnappala, S. Caesar, E. 

Vaknine, M. Maiorano, J. Kobak, C. Pritzker, S. Braverman, N. Bogdanov, A. Honig, N. 

Ogievetsky, S. Rausch 

Some attendees’ names were omitted from Sept meeting minutes. We will be more careful in the 

future. 

Curriculum Office Update: We are doing lots of PD. We are preparing for the Nov 6 

Conference Day. PD committee met last week. 

Ed Camp-structure for Nov 6.  

 EdCamps are held occasionally on Long Island and are voluntary. We began HWPS EdCamps  

four year ago. Each session uses Google docs to create notes and links that can be shared 

throughout the district. 

 We have gone from pure Ed Camp to a hybrid because it is sometimes necessary to invite 

outside speakers for a subject-specific session. 

 Attendance at workshops is tracked by the district. 

 Padlet- on-line note- taking tool where teachers can post suggestions for a session until Nov 6. If 

there is a great deal of interest in a particular area, it can be added. 

ELA and Math tests grades 3-8. 

Statistics are not valid nor are comparisons due to numbers of opt-outs even though the state does 

present data. 

Since 2015 the numbers of opt-outs have gone up in ELA and math. Lower numbers in math are due to 

the fact that 8th graders who take the Regents are given a waiver and do not need to take the 

standardized test. 

We do look at at-released questions to compare our scores on those questions to scores on those 

questions from other districts. This is done through the BOCES Data Warehouse. 

At our grade level meetings our faculty will discuss those questions available and decide if we have 

consistency in courses regarding concepts taught, not necessarily the way the concept is taught. 

We do see improved scores amongst those who took the math test; we are spending a great deal of 

time, effort and money to improve outcomes in math. 

AIS is set up with specific cut scores as mandated by the State.  We also use NWEA data to assist us in 

determining who needs help. 

Chairs in math and ELA want to revamp Response To Intervention (RTI) to catch any strugglers as early 

as they can. 
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We devote many resources to younger grades to hopefully reduce weakness carried over to upper 

grades. 

State and feds continue to rename initiatives and repackaging material- causes great angst and 

trepidation amongst educators. 

Update on Social Studies- John Wimmer Chairperson P-12 

 FECC- students are studying their role in the family; global awareness, 

o Nov 5- school will vote on a name for a new fish in the environmental center as part of 

lessons on voting etc. 

o Civics c-3 standards- part of the college and career ready initiative. 

o There is no standardized testing which allows for academic freedom. 

o There is a big floor map of the western hemisphere on the gym floor. 

o Middle school visited FECC. 

o In Ogden and HES- they study social studies weekly from weekly newsletter they 

receive. Teachers choose which parts they want to cover. 

o Grade 2- “My World” Program- writing supplement to Putnam Northern Westchester 

BOCES social studies curriculum. 

o Grade 5 is departmentalized in social studies. They are using “Inquiry Arc” model 

o A teacher in Ogden is writing his own curriculum with his students. 

 

 WMS- social studies is connected to TCRWP. 

o The students are using Chromebooks and Padlet. These are especially helpful for 

students who do not like to speak aloud. The teachers are trying to do more 

individualized presentations to improve oral speaking skills. 

o History Day Projects- mandated for 8th grade. The topic is “Triumph and Tragedy.” Can 
be history from anywhere in the world- not only the United Sates. Helps students learn  
research skills which is a state focus. Students need to be prepared for high school and 
college. Projects due beginning of February. Packets will be sent home about with steps 
to prepare the project. 

 Parents are concerned about whether the projects should be mandated because of the 
amount of homework they get in other all subjects. They also stated that much of the 
homework is busy work and useless in 8th and 9th grade. 

o District will be distributing surveys on topics as stress and anxiety among students and how to 
address it. 

 

 HHS-  

o There will be a new Global Regents exam in 2020. Some districts are administering the 

exam in 2019. Others are dong as we are and still others are giving the students the 

choice of taking the Regents or not this year .In the past, we have had very good results 

on the Regents exams. Frameworks- concern is that the new exam will be very difficult 

for ENL and special ed students. 

o We do not have a Pathways exam because we do not have many students on that track; 

therefore, the option , instead of a Regents, is not available for our students. 
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o Project-based learning in all areas is stressed. 

o There is huge number of college level and AP courses offered. 

o AP capstone is a research course. 

o Participation in Gov’t –required course. Not all teachers give the same tasks or the same 

amount of work. 

o HWPS recently purchased an economics program-software and other materials that 

encourage research and collaboration 

 

o Next meeting-Nov 28- ELA update. 

 

 

 

 


